A Checklist:   ENGL 2307 & 2308 Analytical Essays
FORMAT
· Is the correct information recorded in the upper-left margin of the essay’s first page?  Is that information correctly double-spaced?  Beginning on page 2, is each page correctly numbered in the upper right-hand corner, including the author’s surname, and is the Works Cited page also correctly numbered?  
· Is the essay double-spaced, with no extra spacing between the paragraphs? 
· Has proper MLA format been used for the Works Cited? 
TITLE & INTRODUCTION
· Is the essay’s tentative title interesting, informative and focused? 
· Do the opening sentences of the essay provide the reader with the key information as to the author’s full name and the full title of the work that is being discussed, including proper MLA formatting?  (Remember, underline or italicize the titles of novels, journals, monographs, films; put quotation marks around titles of short stories, essays, poems, and articles.) 
· Is the opening of the essay interesting, and does it establish context without being too general?  Has the author successfully avoided clichés and sweeping statements that cannot be proven in such a short paper? 
· If applicable, are key terms that will be used throughout the paper defined or explained? 
· Does the opening paragraph come to state a specific thesis statement, with the major points of that thesis outlined? And is the thesis an interpretative argument?  That is, has the writer avoided simply making an observation about the text that all can already see?
BODY OF ESSAY
· Does the essay have approximately 3-5 body (developing) paragraphs [for an essay of 4-5 pages in length]?  Are there any paragraphs that are much too long or too short?  Indicate on the paper where these problems occur.  (Keep in mind that a general guide is that a well-developed paragraph is approximately seven to eleven sentences in length.)
· Does each body paragraph have a specific topic sentence that makes and develops a point related specifically to the thesis statement, and that conveys the focus of that particular paragraph? 
· Does each paragraph introduce textual evidence that logically develops the paragraph’s topic sentence?  That is, are the claims that the writer makes in each paragraph supported by persuasive evidence and details from the novel? 
· Are quotations properly contextualized and referenced with page numbers, and are the quotations introduced adequately with signal phrases, such as:  
· As Anton states, “…….” (32). 
· Bock reminds us that “….” (98). 
· The implications of the historical event are made clear:  “….” (21). 
· Foer writes:  “….” (44). 
· Is there enough textual evidence used to support the claims in each paragraph, and is that evidence explained clearly.  That is, does the author explain carefully and clearly why & how the textual evidence or quotation backs up or illustrates his/her points in that paragraph? 
· Are all of the long, block quotations (more than four lines in length) necessary, or can they be effectively summarized or shortened?  [Does it seem that the writer has quoted a very long passage from the text in order to “fill up” space?, or is it crucial that such a long quotation be used in the author’s paper?] 
· Are there helpful transitions & transitional phrases used between & within paragraphs? 
· Do the paragraphs lead logically towards the concluding paragraph, so that you can understand the main thesis and points as they develop in the paper?  And are you, as the reader, persuaded by these points and by the thesis?  If not, indicate on the essay where you are not convinced by the writer, or where you are most confused. 
CONCLUSION
· Overall, does the paper articulate an argument and prove its point?  That is, does the writer develop a specific argument persuasively, or does he/she merely tell the reader what happened in the novel?  Remember, the paper should be an analysis, and not a plot summary.  
· The analytical paper is not an evaluative one, therefore avoid statements such as, “Foer, in conclusion, does an excellent job of depicting the effects of World War II on diverse characters.”
· Does the concluding paragraph make some sort of statement of wider implications, giving the reader something to think about, or does it merely repeat the major points and thesis of the essay? 

OTHER ELEMENTS TO CONSIDER:
· Do you sense moments of “filler” anywhere in the essay?  Are there moments where you get the sense that the author is simply trying to make the necessary word count? Are there moments when the writer is overly general or vague in their writing? If so, indicate where in the paper these problems occur. 

· Can you point out to the writer problems with wordiness?  With unnecessary passive constructions? With diction?  Has the writer used the appropriate formal tone for the analytical essay, or are there moments when the writer has used colloquial/ slang/informal language? 
· Has the writer avoided an excessive use of the personal pronoun, “I”? 
· Has the writer avoided using the informal pronoun, “you”? 
· Has the writer maintained a consistent verb tense, employing the HISTORICAL PRESENT TENSE throughout the essay?
Please check for proper use of semicolons, colons, dashes, apostrophes, commas, & fragments. 

